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Marine and Coastal Management
Research Focus:
1) Legislation and Policy
–
–
–
–

Review consenting processes internationally and nationally
Inform the design and adaptation of consenting systems
Contribute to policy-making
Actively engage with stakeholders: regulators, industry, researchers and
interested parties
– Examine how offshore renewables are incorporated in Maritime Spatial
Planning (MSP)
– Assess how socio-economic impacts are taken into account in decisionmaking
– Determine how other marine sectors deal with barriers to development

EC Horizon 2020 RiCORE Project
Risk-based Consenting for Offshore Renewables (RiCORE)
•
•

•

Understand how risk is interpreted and addressed in national and EU
legislation;
Look at potential for developing and using risk profiles to expedite
consenting of offshore wind, wave and tidal projects:
 Small arrays… of known technology… in areas of low
environmental sensitivity.
Seek more standardisation in post-deployment environmental impact
monitoring:
– standardise data collection and analysis to allow policymakers to
compare and better understand the environmental effects of different
devices

•

Validate results with expert input at workshops:
12th April 2016 – MaREI, Beaufort Building, UCC, Ringaskiddy, Co. Cork
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 646436.

Marine and Coastal Management
Research Focus:
2) Environmental Impacts and Monitoring
– Examine how environment risk is addressed in consenting processes
– Identify differences between legal certainty and scientific uncertainty and
the implications of this
– Scrutinise how information on environmental effects is used in the decisionmaking process
– Recommend practices tailored to specific sectors and scales
– Determine the social factors that contribute to acceptance of marine energy
projects among different stakeholder groups

Environmental Projects: examples
• MaREI-Government Project
Provide robust scientific knowledge on occurrence and
ecology of protected species along the Irish Atlantic Margin

• MaREI-Kosmos Project
Review existing distribution and abundance data, address gaps through sea
surveys and identify ‘hotspots’ for use in site selection and consenting

• MaREI-RSK Project
Marine Mammal monitoring in Broadhaven Bay, Co. Mayo to detect
disturbance impacts

• MaREI-Shell Project
Funded by:

Shell E&P Ireland

Support decision-makers with a better understanding of how to
drive transformative change in order to successfully harness
energy from the ocean

Our Vision:

“Unlocking the potential of our marine and energy
resources through the power of innovation”

